Liberian AmbassadoAccredited taJ.S. H.E. Jeremiah Sulunteh Graces the
42" Gala of Professor Gbaba as Playwright with His Presence on the Green
Carpet!

Saturday, January 9, 2016 was an evening of pomp andpageantdy a A LI ber i an

Cul tur al Ni ghto at t he B ®Also,a waStheveneinsttiheanr t h e
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western history that theelebratiorof such magnitudeas not b e iRedga rhped tdo omu ta

a AGreen Car p'tQalaof Rrafessor dog Ghatia@s ptaynright, theatre director,

ador, and producein addition the ceremony waalsoin observance of the $Anniversary of

the founding of Dehkontee Artists Theatre at the University of Libkrithis light, the Embassy

of theRepublic of Liberian Washinton, D.Cattached significance to the ceremony patrticularly

as Liberia is now gradually emerging from the dust of war to regain its international status as the
oldest African republic.

Thus no better guest was there to grdee auspicioutormal procedure¢hat drew
crowds from all races, different age groups and persuasions than the Liberian Ambassador
accredited near Washington, D.C., His Excellency Jeremiah Sulunteh and his charming wife
Interestingly,as well,theenvoy was accompanied by some of his Embassy 8telifiding the
Deputy Chief of Mission Honorable Jeff Dowana and Mr. Delakiyand his entourage had
come with good tidings from the government and people of Liberia to express their best wishes
andto render spport to his former Cuttington University Profes&y. Joe Gbaba who helped to
academically nurturthe young diplomat that has now become one of the most favoritedribe
enwys in the diaspora. Als@a cardinateasonfod e r r y 60 s i$ hedaashel issemye s s
humble and i& man of his word: when he makes a promise; he keeps it!

A week before the grand occasion Ambassador Sulunteh confirmed thattggven t
significance of the ceremoniaé would definitely find some timaff his very busy schedute
attend Dehkontee Artists Theair89" Anniversaryto celebrate Liberian history and culture in
the theatre andiatch a play written, directedndproduced by aeteranLiberian American
playwrightand theatre icoata prestigious performing arts etr in the State of Marylagd



namelythe Bowie Center for the Performing Adtsvhere quite a number of American
celebrities have performed befoBesides, Ambassador Sulunteh freely intermingled and
willingly took photographsvith members of the cast oretiisreen Carpeturther, he warmly
greetedbther Liberians and foreign natials that attended the glamorously verdant occasion.
Accordingly, he personified and depictie true spirit of a seasoned diplomat and patriotic
representative of the Republicldberia to the United States of America and Canada
respectively

Dehkontee Artists Theatre put up a brilliant performanmitie a rendition of a
Liberian/ African fireside fable AThe Frogs an
produced by Dr. Joe Gbaba. He also acted in the production as Spring Frog and demonstrated his
versatility to the fullest extent possiblEhe play was family friendly and appropriate for kids
and their families, so many parents took thei
a New Y efarthéiskidd Of @arse Ambassador SuluhtandMadam Sulunteh spent
somejoyous manens with the kids on the green carpeith ease and compassion

A scene from Joe Gbabads AThe Frogs and Bl ack Snake in



Also present were community and organizational leaders like Arthur Doet&sc
General of the Union of Liberian Association in the Ameri¢#sAA), Anthony Urey, President
of the United Tchien Association in the Ameri¢gd AA), as well as maternal uncles and aunt
of the Dr. Gbaba including James Glaywulu, Smith Mooney, amdéds Edith Wrighyee
Wal eekendeh, Dr. Gbabads God daughter, Dr. An

The kids were fascinated by the bright, colorful costumes of the actors and actresses and
so too were the parents especiallywheni C h-ehgyp o | vy C [RitacPieee) spread her
chicken wings andid a few dance stunts for the crowd on the green cakfset, another
character from the play that made the night was Black Snake played by Daniel Kevin Moore, Jr.
Everybody wanted to talkephoto with Black Sakeon the Green Carpbecause he depicted his
role very well as a vicious, cunning serpent that lured the frogs into electing him Chief of
Frogsville Subsequentlyhe subjectethe frogs to inhumane treatment and insecurity and finally
drovethe frogs ot of theirownvilageand r enamed i td ABl ack Snakevi

Oh yes, the evening was filled with fun and laughter. One of the funny moments was
when the President of UTAA, Mr. Anthony Urey challenged Black Snake to pose with him as a



Astrong mare®enorCatripeet 6! That was so funny that
The children loved it, tdo

Bl ack Snake (Dani el Kevin Moore, Jr.) and Anthony Urey
Green Carpet as therowd on the Green Carpet hilariously look on!

Ambassador Sulunteh also took some time to meet some of the cast merdludficars
personally, includingther Liberians present who requested a brief audiencelatdvith him.
He was so sociable thateryone felt at home in the theatre and a spirit of comradery and
brotherhood and sisterhoadntagiouslyignited once again amoragpeoplenot too long ago
whose national reputatidrad been marred by unnecessary blood&tregearlyover two
decadesHerg it is important to note thikealingquality of arts and culture and the performing
artsin the process of conflict resolutiohhis is basicallyde t o manés wuni versal
imitation. As a resultpeoplegenerallytend to forget their worrieasnd misfortunes at times when
they are being entertainegspecially by a genre of amusement that has a moral lesson attached
to it. Thus, the healing qualityf culture demonstrated itself in the jolly good mood that those
who attended the DATIproductio of @A The Frogs and Bl ack Snake
and exhibitedHence, i was all so good to be true; aritds anazing what culture can do for a
nation and its people when it is cherished and promoted to the fullest extent possible as an
instrument of peace and reconciliation!



More Photos from the Green Carpet!
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DATI 6s President James Krischen Wah, Sr . greets H..E. Jeremia

H.E. Jeremiah Sulunteh greets Mr. Alexander Pierre, sonfofmer Chief Justice of Liberia, James A.A. Pierre
atthe DATI 39" Anniversary Looking on the i mmediate right of Ambass
Manjah Ansumana Kanneh.



)

Dr. Gbaba dressed in his Spring Frog costume poses on the Green Caitiefamily and community leaders:
(L-R: |l saac Sobah, Jr, DATI 6s Pat r &obah, LAAUSecretahGemneral Lady Mr
Art hur Doe, Dr . Gb ab a 6-¥ah,JUTMAPPrexXy Ardthony UreyAanciniededda BettybYath

Black Snake (Daniel Kevin Moore, Jr.) had the night jumping! Everyone wanted a photo shot with the vicious
Black Snake!Above Rebecca Vleyee takes her turn with Black Snake on the Green Carpet!



Even the kids lit up when Black Snake took them on!

Building Bridges and Broken Relationships through th¥isual andPerforming Arts!

Throughout the history of mankind has been repeatedly proven that a nation that lacks
vision shall desperately perish. Consequently, part of that wisiteresightstems from the
culture ofanationandt s peopl e. I n other words, a fAvisio
life, their concept about life, and appreciation @& tithers around therAgainst this backdrgp
culture provides an enabling condition endvhich man is able to assess who he actually is,
from whence he has come, where he presently stands, in order to determine where or which path
to tread in the future. Additionally, culture is tbempleteembodiment of a people and it is
reflected not oly in their belef systemsutalsoin the clothes they weathe shelters under
which they sleep, the foods they eat, and ultimately their interactions with one another.

Hence, this begs t blaberfarsrkalyknew whg theyare?drei on s :
Liberiansaware of their congenidémilial relationships as brothers and sistersas
compatriot® people from the samecountofi | f not, t henatthmawl can Li bel
maintain thecordial relationshipand sustainable peace and tranquility they need in order to put
their lives back together agaiandthusmove forwar@®

For us at Dehkontee Artists Theatre, we believe we have a suitable answer to these
rhetorical questions because sve been workingery hard for the past thiriyine years to
help Liberiangand all Africans inclusivefo collectivelysolve their national puzzdeto join



together the dismantlgaeces that reflect the onenesd.iferians as @eople from the same
mot her 6s samenaMel stang d

In this light,Dehkontee Artists Theatre hbsen endeavoringtoe | p s ol ve Li ber |
national puzzléghroughthepomot i on and pr erclaultwraltheritageandf Li ber
historywith scanty family resources and personal fundsfits founder with muckuccess
during a 39ear spanHowever, this individual ofamily effort to promote the heritage of a
nation and its people must be supplemented by the good will of the citizens whose history and
culture is being preserved and praawnationally and internationall€onsequently, this may
empowellLiberiansto maintain th& oneness of purpose and uniBurthermore, ¥ adoring and
celebrating their diverse cultural and historical backgroamdisdifferenceas a mosaic of

Afrinonddhhe 8l ack Racebs c¢cr me de cr me, it woul
inner desire of al/l Liberians to take great p
republic.

Spring Frog (Dr. Joe Gbaba) poses on the Green Carpet \{itRR) Rebecca Vleyee, DATI Board of

Directors Member Honorable Juliana Koffaixon (lady in red) along with Baby Toad (Princess Ariminta
Gbaba), Dr . Gbababds aWWallekei®iehi Mrs. duliasia Keffhikon istheNr i ghy e e
daught er o fkindbrgarten @éhar Mes.dViargaret karpetoffa.



Guess who came on the Green Carpet to cele
nephew Jaeden Cole who was celebrating his Birthday on Saturday, JafaDfy8urse the
agile and fascinating Zebrac Narrator (Alie Kamara) was on the Green Carpet to light up the

crowd. He was a dazzling sight to see and listen to during the shovihe audience loved his
narrative skills, too!

Of course Mother Toad (Annette Sanders) deserved a bouquet of flowers after such a
wonderful performance! Not only did she act in the show but she also helped to design the
scenery and the Green Carpet event as Scenic Designer of Dehkontee Artists [hdeatie.
Toad the Wise On@Prince Julian Gbaba, oldeson of the Gbaba childreplayed the lead role
in AThandrBIgack Snake in Frogsvilledo and demot
the fullest extent possible. His performance was ofhtiak!



